2021 ASSESSMENT OF GRADUATE STUDENT LEARNING 
C.  Results of the Assessments
Assessment of these graduate student SLOs has been occurring since 2006. The mean ratings of graduate students at each of the three assessment points are provided in Tables 2a-c below. Ratings over the past 8 years are mostly 2s and some 3s. There is just one case of mean ratings below 2.0 at each of the assessment points (from three different students). The student with this low mean thesis defense rating (1.71) left the graduate program.  The low preliminary exam mean rating (1.91) and dissertation defense mean rating (1.83) were situations in which most committee members gave ratings of 2 on learning outcomes and one committee member's ratings that were notably lower. The longitudinal results indicate a general increase in the achievement of evaluated learning outcomes, across all metrics. Evaluations of learning outcomes following preliminary examinations are more sparse, but indicate a stable achievement of evaluated learning outcomes across the metrics. Evaluations of learning outcomes following Doctoral Dissertation defenses are consistent across the longitudinal time blocks, holding steady at very good levels (2.4-2.6 on a 3-point scale).

Tables 2a-c: Results of SLO Assessments: 2006 – 2020 (time blocks are estimated based on records; all ratings are on a 1 (below standards), 2 (meets expectations), and 3 (exceeds standards) scale, averaged across all committee members and candidates.

2a: Master's Thesis

	
	Theory & Content
	Research Methods
	Critical Thinking
	Application
	Written |  Oral
	Ethical Principles
	Overall

	
	
	
	
	
	Communication Skills
	
	

	2005-2008 (n=22)
	2.4
	2.2
	2.2
	2.3
	2.3
	2.3
	2.3
	2.3

	2009-2012 (n=14)
	2.2
	2.2
	2.3
	2.3
	2.4
	2.2
	2.2
	2.3

	2013-2016 (n=18)
	2.4
	2.4
	2.5
	2.4
	2.6
	2.5
	2.5
	2.5

	2017-2020 (n=14)
	2.6
	2.6
	2.6
	2.7
	2.6
	2.5
	2.5
	2.6


2b: Preliminary Examination

	
	Theory & Content
	Research Methods
	Critical Thinking
	Application
	Written Communication
	Ethical Principles
	Overall

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2005-2008 (n=7)
	2.4
	2.1
	2.3
	2.2
	2.4
	2.1
	2.2

	2009-2012 (n=6)
	2.4
	2.2
	2.3
	2.3
	2.3
	2.4
	2.3

	2013-2016 (n=3)
	2.4
	2.4
	2.5
	2.4
	2.4
	2.4
	2.4

	2017-2020 (n=6)
	2.1
	2.0
	2.2
	2.3
	2.5
	2.2
	2.2


2c: Ph.D. Dissertation

	
	Theory & Content
	Research Methods
	Critical Thinking
	Application
	Written |  Oral
	Ethical Principles
	Overall

	
	
	
	
	
	Communication 
	
	

	2005-2008 (n=13)
	2.5
	2.4
	2.5
	2.5
	2.6
	2.6
	2.3
	2.5

	2009-2012 (n=17)
	2.5
	2.3
	2.3
	2.3
	2.5
	2.6
	2.5
	2.4

	2013-2016 (n=19)
	2.6
	2.5
	2.6
	2.6
	2.7
	2.6
	2.6
	2.6

	2017-2020 (n=10)
	2.6
	2.6
	2.7
	2.6
	2.6
	2.7
	2.6
	2.6
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