
Attorneys
Cheryl G. Strecker

General Counsel

Peter J. Paukstelis
Associate General Counsel

Maureen A. Redeker
Assistant General Counsel

Robert C. Large
Assistant General Counsel

Amy L. McLemore
Nancy A. Kruse

Kansas State University
111 Anderson Hall

919 Mid-Campus Drive North
Manhattan, KS 66506

785-532-5730
785-532-5603 fax
attys@k-state.edu

Free Speech on Campus
As a general rule, there is no right to not be 

debate are expected and valued on college 
campuses and in our society. Moreover, the 
right to engage in such expression is a highly 
valued and protected right under our laws. 
As the U.S. Supreme Court stated in 1989 in 
Texas v. Johnson: “If there is a bedrock principle 
underlying the First Amendment, it is that 
government may not prohibit the expression of 

disagreeable.” Indeed, the courts point out that 

what need legal protection the most, because 
that is the type of expression people are most 
likely to ask the government to shut down 
or that the government itself might want to 
shut down. Free speech protections are in 
place under the law for good reason. If the 
government started shutting down speech that 

down all speech, because virtually everything 

If speakers are addressing the crowd or 
individuals who directly engage them, or are 
directing comments indiscriminately at numerous 
people (calling them “sinner” or “fornicator” for 
example), then free speech protection still applies. 

(in-your-face abusive speech that tends to incite 
immediate violence) or unlawful discrimination, 
that expression can be and is prohibited based on 
its content.

free expression and unprotected expression 

discrimination policy (PPM 3010), which very 

free speech and due process rights while also 
ensuring that our campus community is free 
from unlawful discrimination.  But beyond that 
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- Content-Neutral Control

the common misnomer often applied to Bosco 
Student Plaza indicating it is the “free speech 

including demonstrations, to any particular 

campus where people are generally free to travel 

has certain outdoor areas on campus to which 
literature distribution is limited and sometimes 
those are also referred to as “free-speech zones.” 

control litter, and it is imposed without regard 
to the content of the literature (i.e., the rule 
is content-neutral). In addition, groups and 
individuals cannot be required to register with 
our police or seek permission from anyone 
else before they are allowed to speak or have a 
demonstration outdoors on campus.

reasonable time, place and manner restrictions 
that are content-neutral. Litter control is one 

Sound policy, which has content-neutral rules to 
prevent the disturbance of the regular academic 
or administrative functions of the University. 
And if behavior crosses the line into criminal 
conduct, such as battery, criminal threats, 

What if the speaker is shouting derogatory 
comments at people walking by? When does 
speech cross the line and create a discriminatory 

nearly every time there is a demonstration on 

are made or a controversial subject is being 
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