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TRANSLATIONS (CONT.)

VIRGO PRUDENTISSIMA A 6

First Part

The most prudent Virgin, who brought holy joys to the world,
and transcended all spheres,

and melted the stars beneath her feet

with brilliant beams and gleaming light,

and was then surrounded by the ninefold ranks

and taken up by the thrice threefold hierarchies,

stood before the face of the supreme God

as protector of the judged.

Say, you who inhabit the splendid heights of Olympus:
Noble Spirits, Archangels and Angels and gracious Virtues,
you Thrones of Principalities and holy armies,

and you Powers and heavenly Domination,

fiery Cherubim and Seraphim created from the Word,
whether such a sense of joy has ever

filled you as when you saw the assembly

of the Mother of the eternal almighty,

the Queen, powerful in Heaven, on land

and at sea, whose divinity is deservingly

venerated [and whom] every spirit and

human being adores?

Second Part

We call upon you, Michael, Gabriel and Raphael,

to pour upon her ears chaste vows

and prayers for the holy Empire,

for the Emperor Maximilian;

may the omnipotent Virgin grant

that he conquer his malicious enemies;

may he restore peace to the people and safety to the lands.
Georg, the Emperor’'s Cantor and Capellmeister,

faithfully presents this song to you;

The Governor of the Province of Austria, diligent in all things,
Commits himself to your sweet joys, mother.

However, the highest place belongs to Him

by whom you were assumed,

to whom you shine beautiful as the moon

and are as excellent as the sun.

Cantus firmus:

Virgin most wise, where are you going,

Daughter of Sion, shining out as brightly as the dawn?
You are most comely and merciful, beautiful as the moon,
excellent as the sun.






