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Is the United States an empire? Is American global
leadership in decline? When and why do presidents use

military force? Does partisanship stop at the water’s
edge? Does Congress matter in foreign policy? 

This course focuses on understanding the development of
American foreign policy over time. In addition to tracing
the general history of American foreign policy from the

War for Independence through the present, we will draw
on political science research that can help us to identify

and explain key questions, events, and trends in
American foreign policy. 
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